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Proposal to SLBC Radio
Red Cross na Salone

What
Sierra Leone Red Cross Society would like to partner with SLBS to deliver a weekly one hour radio show aimed at helping to tackle the cholera outbreak currently spreading through the country. 
The format

The show would be hosted by the Red Cross with the aim of providing the population with useful, practical and relevant information to help them improve their health and well being. The format would be 20 minutes of interview with experts followed by 30 minutes of phone-in questions from the audience. The show would be broadcast in Krio and include pre-recorded jingles, vox pops and other interesting content.

While the purpose of the show initially would be to tackle the cholera outbreak, it would have long lasting benefit for the population. Beyond the response to cholera, the show could be used to help people gain information in a wide variety of areas including; malaria prevention; sexual health advice; preparing your home for flooding; preventing fires; road safety; first aid skills; child health; psycho social support; as well as information on Red Cross projects and values.
Why
The Sierra Leone Red Cross Society is a well established and recognised organisation with branches in all 13 districts and volunteers in most communities. We are a trusted source of information and people regularly look to us for help. There is currently a motion going through parliament to recognise the Sierra Leone Red Cross Society as an official auxiliary to the Government in times of crisis. Therefore it makes sense that the Red Cross should partner with SLBC to reach out and provide this help and support through the medium of radio, as well as face-to-face in communities.

At all times the focus of Red Cross na Salone would be on providing practical, useful information to the population, giving them an opportunity to ask questions about the issues that concern them. It will not be used as a promotional advertising tool.

The Red Cross runs radio shows in other countries, for example Haiti, Burundi and Indonesia. These shows have consistently proved popular with audiences and have increased station listenership figures. In Haiti an evaluation of the weekly radio show, which has the same format as the show we propose in Sierra Leone, found that 80% of those interviewed were loyal, regular listeners who trusted the show as a source of high quality, practical information they could put into practice to improve their everyday lives.
When

We would like to start the show as soon as possible in order to start tackling the individual issues that arise weekly in regards to cholera. For example, latest information suggests that people are reluctant to go to cholera treatment centres because they believe they spread cholera. This could cost people lives, and a weekly radio show would be a great way to tackle these issues quickly.
We would like a weekly slot on XX at XX.
Budget
As this show would be a partnership with SLBC Radio and providing a public service to the population, we would ask that SLBS support us with free airtime. Sierra Leone Red Cross would agree a nominal fee to cover electricity and producer costs.

Example shows

On cholera

	TIME
	                                        CONTENT

	0.00
	Intro Red Cross Jingle

	
	

	0.30
	Introduce this week’s show which is about cholera treatment centres 

	
	

	3.30
	Cholera national theme song (from MoH)


	
	

	5.30
	News Bulletin – what is latest situation with cholera around the country


	
	

	7.30
	Interview with Health Director for Sierra Leone Red Cross Society on cholera prevention:

- What are some of the myths around cholera? For example, is cholera airborne?

- Why are these not true?

- What are the dangers of believing these myths?

- What are the real key things people can do to avoid catching cholera?

- Treated water is important – can you explain the different methods for treating water?

	
	

	17.30
	Recorded vox pops with the population on their view of cholera treatment centres

	
	

	19.00
	An interview on cholera treatment centres (could be Red Cross or from an agency such as MSF):
- What is a cholera treatment centre?

- How do they help the population?

- Many people think cholera treatment centres spread cholera – is this true?

- What are the different methods used to treat cholera patients?

- If someone is caring for someone with cholera, what precautions do they need to take?

- How would people manage the bodies of people who have died from cholera?

	
	

	30.00
	Call in with the audience to answer their questions and listen to their experiences.

	
	

	58.00
	Thank all the guests and wrap up the show

	
	

	60.00
	END OF SHOW
 


On flood preparedness

	TIME
	CONTENT

	0.00
	Intro Red Cross Jingle

	
	

	0.30
	This week’s radio show is on flooding. During the show we will encourage the people to identify the possible risks they have in their areas and help them better prepare for flooding to protect their lives, homes and livelihoods.

	
	

	3.30
	Disaster preparedness spot

	
	

	5.00
	News Bulletin – current issues from around the country



	
	

	7.00
	Interview with Director of Disaster Management:

· What are some of the dangers people might face when it rains heavily?

· What can people do to prepare their homes for heavy rains?

· What difference will this make for them?

· What can people do in their community to reduce the risk of flooding? For example, what risk does throwing garbage in drains cause?



	
	

	17.00
	A report about how ready are getting ready for the rainy season

	
	

	22.30


	Interview with Director of Disaster Management:

· What are the different environmental risks people face? For example, rivers, ravines or by the sea?

· What are signs of a landslide?

· What should people do if they see this signs?

· If people are seeing their community start to flood, what should they do? Where are the safest places to go?

· What are the best sources of warning information?

  

	
	

	30.00
	Calls from the audience asking questions and sharing their experiences.



	
	

	58.00
	Thank all the guests and wrap up the show

	
	

	59.30
	Closing jingle

	
	

	60.00
	END OF SHOW
 


